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Magazine’ s aim:
In 1934 the book Scientologie by A. Norden-
holz was published. In the middle of the twen-
tieth century the subject of Scientology was
greatly expanded as a philosophy and tech-
nology by L. Ron Hubbard and a big band of
helpers. This band coalesced into the Church
of Scientology, which became a little
secretive, restrictive, expensive and slightly
destructive. From 1982 on, many left or were
thrown out of that church but continue to use
and develop the philosophy and technology.

It is this large subject that International
Viewpoints deals with, and it is our aim to
promote communication within this field. We
are independent of any group (sect). O
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i Another Look at Basics — #9

Heuristics — a Guide to
Maklng Sense out of Things

by Frank Gordon, USA

But this is where the value of a heuristic comes
in. Before you slump over in boredom, let me de-
fine what I'm talking about.

YOU HAVE probably had the experience, as I
have, of saying, “But that doesn’t make sense!”
And at the time, it is a very true statement.

Editor’s Note:

SINCE IVy’s start in 1991, our chief basic purpose has
been to facilitate communication in the broad field of
scientology, mostly as it is practised outside of the
church or in the “early days”. Articles have been open
to all, as long as they could be seen to have something
to do with scientology. The aim was to facilitate com-
munication. Free, open and, hopefully, high-toned sur-
vival communication.

In a sense, we were not going anywhere, but we were
enjoying what to some of our readers was a new luxury,
that of being able to discuss scientology openly and
without censor. But it seems possible that by now it is
high time we aimed to go somewhere.

Do you have any ideas? We could go to more than one
place. I thought of going towards getting the basic tech
more used. Articles aimed at the auditor. Write in with
suggestions.

IVy is still an open forum. If you have made an inter-
esting discovery (be it a book, or a theory or procedure
or whatever) and want to share it, IVy stands open for
your article. And readers sit willing to read what you
have to say without a critical attitude you might have
xperienced earlier

Heuristic is an old Greek word
meaning, hterally, “The value of a
good nose”. ! 1t is like the nose we
used, as children, to lead us to
those freshly baked yeast rolls. It
serves as a guide to discovering
what we want to know, to recog-
nizing a recurring event, to mak-
ing sense out of something (under-
standing it).

It is a search pattern or question
which will result in a cognition.

And, like that nose, we can use
heuristics to find the key piece of
information that will enable us to
“make sense” out of an experience.

Examples of Heuristics

The French have a heuristic that
helps them unravel certain situ-
ations: Cherchez la femme — find
the woman. An American one is,
“Look for your money where you
lost it”.

The Police use the habitual pat-
tern of a criminal, the M.O. (the
modus operandi, method of
operation), as a way to find the

The root word in Greek transliterates as euris, “with a good nose, keen-scented: metaphorically, keen at
tracking out a thing”. A related word, transliterated eurisko, can mean “to find, find out, discover” —
according to A Greek-English Lexicon. Heuristic: adj. (Gr. heuriskein to discover). “Serving to discover or to
stimulate investigation”. Webster New College. Dictioary. 1961. adj. “Involving or serving as an aid to
learning, discovery or problem-solving by experimental and especially trial and error methods”. Noun.
“The study or practice of heuristic method or procedure” Webster New College. Dictioary. In Dianetics: The
Original Thesis, p.13, Ron states, “Dianetics is an heuristic science built upon axioms.” Ed.
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